
Akin PTA Heard You!  

Thank you for all the responses to our survey regarding the 
Denim & Diamonds event. A number of questions were posed in 
the survey responses which we have addressed below.  
 
The school was just built! Why are you fundraising? 
While we are blessed to be in a beautiful, brand new school, the school budget is still limited. 
Based on parent feedback, some requested items are Gaga pits, buddy benches, school 
garden, sun shades and many other additions. School budgets generally focus more on 
academic investments. PTA can fulfill specific approved funding requests for capital items, field 
trips, and other needs. 
 
PTA provides many free programs to all students and families. Without funding and volunteers, 
we cannot offer programs to enrich the lives of our students. PTA programs include: Reflections, 
Math Pentathlon, Red Ribbon week, and Watch D.O.G.S. This year, we have also held several 
free family events like STEM Night, Give the Gift of Reading Family Night, and the upcoming 
Healthy Lifestyles event. 
 
Why do you have so many fundraisers? 
Akin has only had one major fundraiser. Principal Webster held a single fundraiser (APEX Fun 
Run) in October. The money went directly to the school to buy technology, additional instruction 
materials, and teacher training.  
 
The Denim & Diamonds event is Akin PTA’s first major fundraiser. While we have sold school 
supplies, spirit gear and held a book fair, these are largely programs that pay for themselves 
and provide a small amount of added funds. In order to support the many free programs offered 
to all students and families, PTAs usually hold one big fundraiser.  
 
I’m not a PTA member, so I wasn’t going to attend. 
The PTA’s mission is “To make every child’s potential a reality by engaging and empowering 
families and communities to advocate for all children.” PTA supports all students and families at 
Akin, regardless of membership. While we would love for you to join PTA, you are welcome to 
attend all events! Visit Akin PTA’s About Us page at 
http://akin.my-pta.org/content.asp?PageID=4 to learn more about us and follow links for info on 
Texas PTA and National PTA.  
 
  

http://akin.my-pta.org/content.asp?PageID=4


I’d rather write a check instead of participating in a fundraising event. 
PTA has been accepting donations since the beginning of the school year. We have received 
$2700 in monetary donations from families and businesses. While we are very grateful for all 
donations, most people do not make monetary donations. 
 
Why didn’t you do the fundraiser at a different time of year? 
As a brand new PTA, we could not put together a big event before December. Parkside holds 
their event in December. Pleasant Hill holds their event in March/April. We specifically picked 
February so as not to compete with those fundraisers, Spring Break, or STAAR testing. While 
many of our families may not attend events at other elementary schools, each school is asking 
for donations from the same local businesses. Having our event at a different time helps 
maximize community support for our school. 
 
Why didn’t you do Carnival like Pleasant Hill? Or a Breakfast with Santa like Parkside? 
With February being the best time for us, the weather limits some options. We wanted to do 
something decidedly different to create our own tradition. With so many families from Parkside 
and Pleasant Hill, it would be hard to do the same event, but make it unique to Akin. More 
importantly, both Breakfast with Santa and the Carnival require a SIGNIFICANT amount of 
day-of volunteer staffing. We simply don’t have enough volunteers.  
 
Why didn’t you do this survey before you began planning a big fundraising event with 
deposits? 
Our PTA board members were active volunteers at both Parkside and Pleasant Hill. This type of 
event was frequently suggested and discussed, but was never done because it would break 
with tradition. A February “gala” has been planned since the start of the school year. It has been 
discussed at PTA meetings, volunteer orientation, and room parent meetings/social media 
groups. While we did not formally survey, we did not receive pushback to do something 
different.  
 
Why were the tickets so expensive? 
Our food cost at Avery Ranch is $30 per person. We selected 2 meat carving stations and a 
fully loaded mashed potato and salad bar to have a variety of options for many different diets, 
including vegan. The added cost covered all other expenses of putting on the event (DJ, photo 
booth, auction supplies, decorations, etc) 
 
What is the cost if you change the venue from Avery Ranch to Akin Elementary? 
Our minimum guarantee was $500 which is covered by the deposit. While we do not expect to 
receive our deposit back, we will discuss it with them. We also have contracts for a DJ and a 
photo booth, but those vendors are flexible and willing to work at another location. All costs will 
now be absorbed by the PTA so as to provide a family event that appeals to more of our 
community.  
 
  



Why are you doing an auction instead of a drawing or raffle? 
The Texas Attorney General’s office has very strict rules about raffles. A local PTA must be in 
existence for at least 3 years before they may conduct a raffle. Even then, raffle prizes may not 
include cash or equivalencies (gift cards, gift certificates, etc.) which make up the majority of our 
business donations. There are also tax implications for both the winners and the PTA if an 
item’s value exceeds $600.  
 
Have you thought about BINGO? 
Bingo is strictly regulated by the Texas Lottery Commission and requires significant investment 
to obtain licensure.  
 
I have questions about the auction. 
Please see the Auction FAQ linked from the Denim and Diamonds event page.  
http://akin.my-pta.org/content.asp?PageID=9 
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